
 

 
 

DIVERSIFYING A POSITION CALCULATING A LARGE VARIETY OF 

RISK FACTORS IS A MORE SUSTAINABLE APPROACH THAN 

TRYING TO GET THE BIG BETS RIGHT ALL THE TIME. 

 
Bastian Teichgreeber says he’s always been interested in financial markets and how 

economic developments influence behaviour. 

 

“It was my intention to feel the pulse of markets as close as possible, which is why I entered 

the asset management industry while at university. I started at a small asset management 

company in Switzerland and enjoyed what I was doing right from the beginning. 

 

Currently investing is more difficult than ever. 

This is due to low interest rates, expensive valuations and increasing volatility-meaning that 

it’s of utmost importance to have a set of promising uncorrelated strategies that add up to 

high expected returns without any risk concentrations. Diversifying a position and calculating 

a large variety of risk factors is a more sustainable approach than trying to get the big bets 

right all the time. This is the reason why we use this approach at Prescient and why its 

basically the heart of our investment process. 

 

We know very well that being responsible for managing other people’s money is a duty 

which must be built on great trust and strong reliability. We therefore avoid making strong 

promises but rather focus on the opportunities markets offer in a rational quantitative way.” 

 

Teichgreeber experienced the best moment in his investment career during 2013. “I was 

running a very simple derivative strategy, however, returns were good and we managed to 

win a couple of awards for Germany’s best derivative strategy.” The escalation of the Euro 

crises in 2011 definitely marks his worst financial experience so far. “Considering Greece as 

just a small country in a big and healthy currency system was conclusively wrong. A lot of 

asset managers underestimated the extent to which a currency crisis can be contagious.” 

Nevertheless, I think it is important to take the positive things out of these negative 

moments, as there is so much to be learnt from them. For me it was just another proof point, 

that in finance it is extremely important to think out of the box, always being ready for the 

most unlikely events to take place.” 

 

His first investment was the purchase of a stock of promising tech company just before the 

bust of the dot com bubble. “I don’t hold this stock anymore since the company went out of 
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business. I learnt an important lesson from this: never be too sure of one big story and rather 

diversify risks. The worst habit in finance is to become overconfident.” 

Ends 

For media interviews: 
Monique Martheze 
PR/ Media 
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+ 27 (0) 21 700 3663 

About Prescient 

 Prescient’s subsidiaries include: Prescient Investment Management (SA), Prescient

Securities, Prescient Management Company, Prescient Life, Prescient Fund

Services, Prescient Fund Services (Ireland) Prescient Wealth Management,

Prescient Profile, and EMHPrescient Investment Management.

 Prescient Investment Management is a signatory to the United Nations Principles of

Responsible Investing (UN PRI) and pledged to the Codes for Responsible Investing

in South Africa (CRISA).

 The Prescient Global Income Fund, now known as the Prescient Global Income

Provider Fund, was ranked by Morningstar as the 7th top performing fund for 2015.

 More recently, the Prescient Income Provider Fund won the Raging Bull Award

for the Best South African Multi-Asset Income Fund, Best South African

Interest-Bearing Fund as well as a certificate for the Best South African Multi-

Asset Income Fund on a risk – adjusted basis over five years to December 31,

2016. 

 Morningstar data also confirmed that The Prescient China Balanced Feeder Fund

has been the top performing South African domiciled fund for the second year in a

row.

mailto:bastian.teichgreeber@prescient.co.za
mailto:monique.martheze@prescient.co.za
mailto:sharon@prescient.co.za


 3 

 Prescient Investment Management was the first institution in Africa to be granted a 

Qualified Foreign Institutional Investor (QFII) licence by the China Securities 

Regulatory Commission (CSRC). 

 Prescient Investment Management was named Overall Investments/Asset Manager 

of the Year at the Imbasa Yegolide Awards 2011, Absolute Return Manager of the 

Year in 2013 and Bond Manager of the Year and Responsible Service Provider of the 

Year in 2015. 

 The full details and basis of the award can be obtained from the fund manager. 

 For any additional information such as fund prices, brochures and application forms, 

email info@prescient.co.za or visit www.prescient.co.za 

 Prescient Investment Management Ltd, is an authorised financial services provider 

(FSP 612). Collective Investment Schemes in Securities (CIS) should be considered 

as medium to long-term investments. The value may go up as well as down and past 

performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance. CIS’s are traded at the 

ruling price and can engage in scrip lending and borrowing. Performance has been 

calculated using net NAV to NAV numbers with income reinvested. There is no 

guarantee in respect of capital or returns in a portfolio. Prescient Management 

Company (RF) (Pty) Ltd is registered and approved under the Collective Investment 

Schemes Control Act (No.45 of 2002). For any additional information such as fund 

prices, fees, brochures, minimum disclosure documents and application forms please 

go to www.prescient.co.za 
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